
































NUMBER LVI. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 





To be continued every THURSDAY. 





TuurRspAy, Yanuary the 24th, 1754. 





Porrecto jugulo hiftorias, captivus ut, audit. Hor. 
Jo Mr. Fitz-Apvam. 


Carer Carapock, Jan. the 16th, 1754. 








SIR, 

CIPCY “OUR paper upon HEARERS gave 
OY aK n@ me that pleafure which a feries of 
ENC truths muft always afford, to him 
eias who can witnefs for every one of 
Reso 






Sy 7G > them. 

Re 736 ) 
PACTS CY I was born and brought up in 
ens ars the principality of Wales, which 
from time immemorial muft have been productive of 
the moft thorough-bred, feafoned and ftanch HEARERS, 
fince every gentleman of that country holds and afiferts 
his right to be a TALKER by privilege of birth. I would 


not have you conclude from what I have faid above, 
that 
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that I am not as good a gentleman as the beft (I mean 
of as good a family) though poverty and ill-fortune 
have doomed meto be forever a HEARER. 


1 wAs left an orphan in my earlieft years: but Iam 
not going to trouble you with the many misfortunes 
which conftantly attended me to the age of forty; at 
which time [ was a fchoolmafter without boys to teach, 
or bread to eat. At this period of my life I was ad- 
vited by the parfon of our parifh to go and enter mytelf 
in fome large and wealthy family to be an Uncir ; 
which is a known and common term in Wales, of like 
fignification with HeARER in England; the duties and 
requifite qualifications being nearly the fame, as will 
appear from the following fhort inftruétions given me by 
my advifer; viz. Never to open my lips, except for 
the well-timed utterance cf, indeed! -{urprifing ! 
prodigious ! moft amazing! But thefe only to be 
ufed at the proper intervals of the raLKer’s fetching 
his breath, coughing, or at other paufes ; and the length 
of the admiration to be always adapted to, and particu~ 
larly never to exceed, the aforefaid intervals. 











Bur in order to explain the method he took to qua- 
lify me ftill farther, and inure me to patience, I mutt 
give you a fhort hiftory of this worthy parfon. He was 
truly, what he was called, a good fort of a man, if cha- 
rity, friendfhip and good humour. can entitle a mar. to 
that chara¢ter. I muft not conceal the meannefs of his 
education, in which he difcovered, however, as great 
a genius as could poffibly arife out of a ftable and a 
kennel. He was a thorough fportfman, and fo good a 
sHOoT, that the late {quire took a fancy to him, made him 
his conftant companion, and gave him the living. But 
that he might not be loft in ftudy and fermon- making, 
he contrived to marry him to the daughter of the late 
incumbent, who had been taught by her father latin 
and metaphyfics, and exercifed from twelve years old 
to forty in making themes and fermons. As fhe was 
by nature meagre and deformed, by conititution 
tretful and complaining, by education conceited 
and difputatious, by ftudy pale and blear-eyed, and 
by habit talkative and loud, the friendfhip of the good 
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parfon fuggefted her as the fitteft perfon in the world to 
exercife my patience for a few mouths, and inure me to 
the difcipline of my future function. In this ftation I 
amade a vaft progreis in a little time ; for I not only heard 
_above a thoufand fermons, but the ftrict obfervance of 
my vow of attention having made me a favourite, ] was 
complained to whenever any thing went amifs in the 
family, and often {fcolded at for the hufband, whofe 
office grew into a fine cure : infomuch, that if I had not 
known the fincerity and uprightnefs of his heart, I 
fhould have fufpected him of bringing me into his 
houfe to fupply for him all thofe duties which he want- 
-ed to be eafed of. But -he had no fuch interefted views; 
for as foon as he found his helpmate had transfufed into 
me a neceflary portion of patience and long-fuffering, 
he recommended me to my fortune, giving me, generous 
man! a coat and wig, which formerly himfelf, and be- 
fore him the fquire, had worn for many years upon ex- 
traordinary days. Having thus equipt me, he refumed 
the duties of his family, where he officiates to this day 
with true chriftian refignation. 


My firft reception was at the houfe of a gentleman 
who in the early part of his life had followed the ftudy 
of botany. Nature and truth are fo pleafing to the mind 
of man, that they never fatiate. Alas! he happened 
one day to tafte, by miftake, a root that had been fent 
him from the Indies: it was a moft fubtle poifon, to 
which his experience in Britifh fimples knew no anti- 
dote. Immediately upon his death, a neighbouring 
gentleman who had his eye upon me fome time, fent 
me an invitation. His difcourfe was upon hufbandry ; 
and as he never deceived me in any thing but where he 
deceived himfelf, I heard Him alfo with pleafure. 


Turse were therefore my halcyon days, on which I 
| cays 7% i. . »6}- " } 1 
ways reflect with regret and tears. How. different 
were the fucceeding ones, in which I have liftened to 
the tales of old maids running over an endlefs lift of lo- 
vers they never had; of old beaux who boafted of favours 
from ladies they never faw; of fenators who narrated 
len wtnaian ‘y never fpok ivi 
the eloquence they never fpoke! giving me fuch a 
difgult 
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difguft and naufea to lies, that at length my ears, 
which were at that time much too quick for my office, 
grew unable to bear them. But prudently confidering 
that I muft either hear or ftarve, I invented the follow- 
ing expedient for qualifying a lie. While I affented 
by fome gefticulation, or motion of the head, eyes, or 
mufcles of the face, I refolved to have in referve fome 
inward expreffion of diffent. Of thefe I had various ; but 
for the fake of brevity, I fhall only trouble you wit 
one. 


A YounGeER brother, who had ferved abroad all his life, 
as he would frequently tell us,and who came unexpected- 


ly to the eftate and caftle where he found me with a good 


character, took fo kindly to me that he feemed to defire 


no other companion ; and asa proof of it, never fent to 


invite or add to our company any one of the numerous 
friends he fo often talked of, of great rank, bravery and 
honour, who would have gone to the end of the world to 
have ferved him. I could have loved Him too, but for 
one fault. He would Lis without meafure or difguife. 
His ufual exaggeration was and more. As thus, “ At 
“ the fiege of Monticelli” (a town in Italy, as he told 
us) ‘“ I received in feveral parts of my body three and 
““ twenty fhot, aud more. At the battle of Caratha” 
(in Turkey) “ I rode to death eighteen horfes, and 
“< more. With Lodamio, the Bavarian general, I drank 
“« hand to fift, fix dozen of old hock, and more.” Upon 
all fuch occafions I inwardly anticipated him, by fubfti- 
tuting in the place of his laft two words, the two follow- 
ing or lefs. But it fo happened one unfortunate 
evening, as he was in the midft of the fharpeft engage- 








ment ever heard of, in which with his fingle broad-fword 


he had killed five hundred, and more, that I kept my 
time more precifely than my filence ; for unhappily 
the qualifying or /e/s, which fhould have been tacitly 
fwallowed for the quieting of my own fpirit, was fo 
audibly articulated to the inflaming of his, that the 
moment he heard fubjoined to his five hundred or 
lefs, the fury of his refentment defcended on my ear with 
a violent blow of his fift. By this flip of my tongue I 
loft my poft in that family, and the hearing of my left 
ear. 
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Tue confequences of this accident gave me great 


-apprehenfions for a confiderable time; for the flighteft 
cold affecting the other ear, I was freqently rebuked for 


mifplacing my marks of approbation. But I foon difco- 
vered that it was no real misfortune; for experience 


convinced me, that abfolute filence was of greater efti- 


mation than the beft-timed fyllable of interruption. It 
isto this experience that I fhall refer you, after having 
recounted the laft memorable adventure of my unfortu- 


nate hiftory. 


Tue laft family that received me was fo numerous in 
relations and vifitors, that I found I fhould be very little 
regarded when I had worn off the character of ftranger ; 
though as fuch I was as earneftly applied to as any high 
court of appeals. For as the force of liquor co-operated 
with the force of blood, they one and all addrefled 
themfelves to me to fettle the antiquity of their families ; 
vociferating at one and the fame time above a {core of 
genealogies. This was a harder fervice than any I had 
ever been ufed to; and the whole weight of the clamour 
falling on my only furviving ear, unhappily overpower- 
ed it, and I became from that inftant totally deaf. 


Hap this accident happened a few years fooner, it 
would have driven me into defpair: but my experience, 
affuring me that I am now much better qualified than 


ever, gives me an expectation of making my fortune: 


I therefore apply to you to recommend me for a HEARER, 
in acountry where there is better encouragement, and 
where I doubt not of giving fatisfaction. 


IsHALLnot trouble you with enumerating the advanta- 
ges attending a deaf HEARER: it will be enough for me to 
fay, that as fuch, I am no longer fubject to the danger 
of an irrefiftable fmile; nor will my {queamifh diflike 
to lies bring me again into difgrace. 1 {hall now be ex- 
empt from the many misfortunes which my ungovern- 
able ears have formerly led me into. What reproving 
looks have I had for turning my eyes when I have heard 
a bird fly againft the window, or the dog and cat quar- 
relling in a corner of the room? How have I been re- 
primanded, when detected in dividing my attention be- 

tween 
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tween the ftories of my patron, and the brawls of his 
family? ‘* What had I to do with the quarrels of his 
«« family ?” I own the reproof was juit; but I appeal 
to you, whether any man who has his ears, can reftrain 
them, when a quarrel is to be heard, from making it 
the chief object of his attention ? | 


To conclude. If you obferve a TALKER in a large 
company, you never tee him examining the ftate of a 
man’s ear: his whole obfervation is upon the eye; and 
if he meet with the wandering or the vacant eye, he 
turns away, and inftantly addreffes himfelf to another. 
My eyes were always good ; but as it is notorious that 
the privation of fome parts adds ftrength and perfection 
to others, I may boaft that, fince the lofs of my ears, 
I have found my eyes (which are confefledly the prin- 
cipal organs of attention) fo ftrong, quick and vigilant, 
that I can without vanity offer mytelf for as good a 
HEARER as any in England. 


Yours; &ce. 





——_. 


LONDON: Printed forR. DO DS LE Y in Pall-Mall, (where 
letters to the author are taken in) and fold by M. CO OP E R at the 
Globe in Pater-Nofter-Row. Price 2d. 











